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America the railroad employees terrorize the Govern-
ment. What would have been their power had the
railroad owners also united with them?
The Whitley Plan is presumed to construct, but
the machinery is essentially regulatory and is more
concerned with not doing than with doing. The
Whitley Plan holds nothing for America because, if
for no other reason, this is a large country in which
living conditions so vary as to make the uniform
regulation of any national industry neither feasible
nor desirable. And again, trade unionism is not
particularly strong in the United States, because
there is comparatively little class consciousness in the
workers, as has been demonstrated by the total failure
of all sympathetic strikes. We have, however, in this
country one plan in analogy which offers an example
of collective bargaining with trade unionism on a fair
constructive basis, in which getting the work done
and seeing that both sides get a square deal have a
more important place than the observation of rules.
The defect of trade unionism in a country as large
as the United States is that national rules formulated
in any but the most general terms will, when applied
to a specific case, work an injustice to both the em-
ployer and the employee. It is well enough in theory